
NOPS Special Education Program Description

New Orleans Public Schools Exceptional Children’s Services  

A. Description of overall philosophy (200 word limit):

B. Name and contact information for special education coordinator (school and, if applicable, network)

School Leader of Special Education Programming; 

Contact Information 

CMO Leader of Special Education Programming; 

Contact Information (if different) 

C. Data Snapshots

2017‐18 enrollment rate of students with 

disabilities served by the school 

2016‐17 in school and out of school suspension rate 
of students with disabilities served by the school  

2016‐17 number  of students with disabilities who 

are removed for disciplinary reasons for more than 

10 school days in one academic year 

D. Description of how pupil appraisal, special education, and related services are provided by the school

Appraisal/Evaluation

Main point of contact if 

a parent would like to 

request an evaluation 

Response to 

Intervention: Overview 

Examples of universal screeners: 

Examples of reading interventions:  
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Examples of math interventions:  

Examples of behavior interventions:  

School Building Level 

Committee (SBLC) 

Members of the SBLC: 

Example engagements with parents: 

Example decisions SBLC team can make:  

Appraisal Team  Members of appraisal team:

Example engagements with parents: 

Example decisions appraisal team can make:  

Instructional and Related Services Provision and Staffing

Specialized Instruction  # Special Education Teachers: 
# Paraprofessionals: 
# Academic Interventionists:  
Examples of curricula:  

Speech/Language  # On staff or contracted from external provider: 
If not currently providing service, plan to deliver service in the future:  

Audiology  # On staff or contracted from external provider: 
If not currently providing service, plan to deliver service in the future: 

Counseling (mental 
health and other 
therapies) 

# On staff contracted from external provider: 
If not currently providing service, plan to deliver service in the future:  

Occupation therapy  # On staff or contracted from external provider: 
If not currently providing service, plan to deliver service in the future:  

Physical therapy  # On staff or contracted from external provider: 
If not currently providing service, plan to deliver service in the future:  
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E. Description of how the school plans to provide the continuum of special education placements for

students whose IEP placement is outside of the regular education setting

School‐based Supports (in‐school)

Description of 

Supports within 

Inclusion 

Description of Supports 

within Resource 

Description of Supports 

within Self‐Contained 

PK‐5

6‐8

9/T9‐12

Description of extended school year services:  Identification:

Delivery:  

Health/Nursing services  # On staff or contracted from external provider: 
If not currently providing service, plan to deliver service in the future:  

Orientation and mobility 
services and accessibility 
including interpreting 
services) 

Describe accessibility accommodations that are available to students: 

# On staff or contracted from external provider:  
If not currently providing service, plan to deliver service in the future:  

Adaptive physical 
education 

# On staff or contracted from external provider: 
If not currently providing service, plan to deliver service in the future:  

Specialized 
Transportation 

# On staff or contracted from external provider: 
If not currently providing service, plan to deliver service in the future:  

Assistive Technology   # On staff or contracted from external provider: 
If not currently providing service, plan to deliver service in the future:  



NOPS Special Education Program Description 

New Orleans Public Schools Exceptional Children’s Services  

Description of specialized program(s)  Criteria for participation:

Delivery:  

Community‐based Supports (out‐of‐school)

Key Partnerships  Partner and services provided:  

Other out‐of‐school instruction and supports (e.g., 

special school, therapeutic placement, hospital or 

homebound setting, juvenile detention facility, etc.) 

Methods of instruction and service delivery:

If not currently providing service, plan to deliver 

service in future: 


	School Leader of Special Education Programming Contact Information: Kimberly Williams(o) 504.267.8811(f)504.510.2577kimberly.willliams@nbsfnola.com
	CMO Leader of Special Education Programming Contact Information if different: Lori Taylor(o)504.309-7217(f)504.280.2312lori.taylor@nbsfnola.com
	201516 enrollment rate of students with disabilities served by the school: 11.6%
	201415 in school and out of school suspension rate of students with disabilities served by the school: 0%
	201415 number of students with disabilities who are removed for disciplinary reasons for more than 10 school days in one academic year: 0
	Main point of contact if a parent would like to request an evaluation: Kimberly Williams(o) 504.267.8811(f)504.510.2577Kimberly.Williams@nbsfnola.com
	Text1: STAR Reading and Math; Student Risk Screening Scale,
	Text2: Achieve 3000, CBM 
	Text3: Think Through Math
	Text4: Functional Behavior Assessments (FBAs); Behavior Intervention Plans (BIPs)  Interventions include “Check In, Check Out, Positive Peer Reporting, Response Cost Raffle and the Good Behavior Game”.
	Text5: Principal/designee, classroom teacher, referring teacher, social worker, counselor, SPED chairpeson, 504 chairperson
	Text6: Example engagements with parents include invitation and notification to all meetings in which decisions are being made regarding their child. More specifically parents are invited to SBLC meetings when decisions are made regarding their child, the evaluation team meetings to consider the results of the data and determine eligibility for special education, all subsequent individual education program (IEP) Team meetings to determine special education and related services in the least restrictive environment.
	Text7: The Committee's options include, but are not limited to one of thefollowing actions.1. Conduct no further action at this time.2. Continue current intervention and progress monitoring through the RTIprocess.3. Conduct additional interventions through the RTI process.4. Refer the student to the appropriate committee to conduct a Section 504evaluation.5. Refer the student to pupil appraisal personnel for support services.6. Refer the student to pupil appraisal personnel for an individualevaluation if an exceptionality is suspected.The Committee's options include, but are not limited to one of thefollowing actions.1. Conduct no further action at this time.2. Continue current intervention and progress monitoring through the RTIprocess.3. Conduct additional interventions through the RTI process.4. Refer the student to the appropriate committee to conduct a Section 504evaluation.5. Refer the student to pupil appraisal personnel for support services.6. Refer the student to pupil appraisal personnel for an individualevaluation if an exceptionality is suspected.
	Text8: Appraisal Team Upon identification of a student suspected of being exceptional, a qualified pupil appraisal staff member shall be designated as evaluation coordinator. Professional members of a pupil appraisal system include certified Assessment Teachers/Educational Consultants/Educational Diagnosticians, Certified School Psychologists, Qualified School Social Workers; Speech/Language Pathologists, Adapted Physical Education Teachers; Audiologists; Certified School Nurses, Occupational Therapists, Physical Therapists, Speech and Hearing Therapists, and Speech/Hearing/Language Specialists. 
	Text9: Participation by parents is crucial in all meetings in which decisions are being made regarding their child. Parents must be informed about the process used to assess their child’s response to scientifically research-based interventions, appropriate strategies for improved achievement and the right to request an evaluation. Parental consent for initial evaluation shall be construed as consent for initial provision of special education and related services at the conclusion of the evaluation meeting where eligibility is determined, if the parents disagree with the consensus of the team, the LEA must afford the parents the right to challenge the evaluation report in accordance with procedural safeguards. 
	Text10: Determination of eligibility 
	Text11: 8
	Text12: 7
	Text13: 1
	Text14: Specially designed instruction includes alterations, modifications, and adaptations in instructional methods, materials, techniques, media, physical setting, or environment. More specifically specialized instruction includes redirection to task, use of interactive computer programs to maintain attention, reinforce language concepts, modify assignments, small group/individualized instruction and testing, limit the number of concepts introduced at one time, use of multisensory modes to reinforce instruction, assign preferential seating, etc. 
	Text15: 1
	Text16: 
	Text17: 4
	Text18: 
	Text19: 0
	Text20: Service not required as there is no student need at this time. In the event of the need services are provided through Xavier University Speech and Hearing Department. 
	Text21: 1
	Text22: 
	Text23: 1
	Text24: 
	Text25: 1
	Text26: 
	Text27: Lighthouse Louisiana provides comprehensive in-school services to children through the expertise of a Certified Teacher for the Visually Impaired (CTVI). This teacher assists schools in creating an ideal academic environment for children who require special accommodations due to visual impairment, and to help parents advocate for their children’s needs. This is contract service available within 24 hours of notice.One itinerant Certified Hearing Impaired/Deaf Instructor on staff in thedistrict and available when needed for instruction and interpreting services. The school has ADA compliant ramps and elevators, and is equipped withevacuation chairs on each elevated level.
	Text28: 
	Text29: 
	Text30: 1
	Text31: 
	Text32: 2
	Text33: 
	Text34: 
	Text35: Examples of supports: Computers, IPAD, calculators, text to speech devices, tablets, calculators, word processors, slant board,weighted pencils
	Text36: 
	Text37: 
	Text38: 
	Text44: Students in our self- containedclassroom work on life skills asthey relate to personalhygiene, the world of work,and self-help skills. Thestudents learn to shop forgroceries, prepare simplemeals, and wash clothes.
	Text45: Three criteria are used to determine a student's need for ESYservices: Regression---Recoupment, Critical Point of Instruction, and SpecialCircumstances. The IEP team makes its decision regarding providing ESYservices by reviewing student’s performance gathered throughout the year.Some of this information measures student achievement before and afterbreaks from school.
	Text46: The IEP team will determine which services and how much of theseservices will be provided during the extended school year. The team may decide that the student will continue all the services receivedduring the regular school year, or it may decide that the student will onlyreceive a portion of services or one specific service. This decision is based onthe need of each student.
	Text47: Special Education eligibiity or RTI referral 
	Text52: New Beginnings Schools believes all students have the right to learn, live and achieve in the least restrictive environment. Every student possesses unique gifts and talents which are cultivated through the assistance offered by the services of special educators. All children have the potential to be life-long learners no matter what their exceptionality. All possess differing abilities to assist them in their personal journey through the educational process. Special Education assists these unique students in receiving equal access to a free and appropriate education. This may require specialized instruction, tests or instructional accommodations or Speech, OT, PT and APE from related service providers.Special Education staff at New Beginnings Schools collaborates and work closely with parents, regular education staff, and support staff to develop appropriate programs for students requiring special services. The ultimate goal for our students is to improve students’ ability to advocate for themselves and learn skills necessary for post-secondary education and employment. We as educators strive to provide equal access for academic growth and pride in our schools and community. To the fullest extent possible we at New Beginnings Schools educate our students to develop their full potential.
	Text39: 
	Text40: 
	Text41: 
	Text42: We provide students withthe appropriate serviceminutes in the generaleducation setting asrecommended in the IEP.Strategies to assist studentswith their course content aretechniques such as Study,Question and Review. Theuse of Kurzweil text tospeech program to assiststudents with reading andunderstanding subjectmatter.Other supports employed toassist the students in theregular classroom include:redirection to task, use ofinteractive computerprograms to maintainattention, reinforcesubject are concepts,modify assignments, limitthe number of conceptsintroduced at one time,use of multisensorymodes to reinforceinstruction and assignpreferential seating.
	Text43: Students requiring servicesin a resource setting areprovided with services in aspecial designed setting forthe required number ofminutes on the IEP.These students arefunctioning usually on TIER IIand need to increase theirreading and/math gradelevels.Reading interventions suchas Kurzweil are usedimprove word recognition,reading fluency and readingcomprehension.Math interventions such ascover, copy and compareand math computer basedinterventions are used toimprove math computationand math fluency skills.
	Text48:  Goodwill Industries: Offers a variety of work and skills training opportunitiesto individuals at Lake Area High School with a diagnosed disability referredby Louisiana Rehabilitation Services. These services include VocationalAssessment, Supported Employment Placement & Supported EmploymentJob Retention, Job Readiness, Direct Placement Services, and TrainingPrograms. Career/job readiness instruction is provided once a week at LakeArea for those students who qualify for the program.
	Text49:  Partner and services provided:Goodwill Industries: Offers a variety of work and skills training opportunitiesto individuals at Lake Area High School with a diagnosed disability referredby Louisiana Rehabilitation Services. These services Include VocationalAssessment, Supported Employment Placement & Supported EmploymentJob Retention, Job Readiness, Direct Placement Services, and TrainingPrograms.Covenant House: Provides job readiness skills to the students at Lake AreaHigh School with a diagnosed disability by allowing them to practice alignedcurriculum instruction such as basic life and daily living skills at their facilitythree times a week.Project Access: Work in schools preparing students for high schoolgraduation and for admission to and completion of a postsecondaryprogram.Communities in Schools: Works with our students to providecounseling/emotional support 
	Text50: Programs vary depending on the placement of student.Hospital/Homebound instruction: provided by a properly certified teacheron the eleventh school day following an absence of more than 10consecutive school days for a qualifying illness. A minimum of four hours ofhomebound instruction shall be provided per week, unless the student'shealth as determined by a physician requires less.Students requiring services at a juvenile detention facility have theopportunity to participate in educational programming at the Youth StudyCenter provided by the New Orleans Parish School Board. The parish takesjurisdiction of that student a releases jurisdiction when is finish serving timeat the correctional facility. Students requiring services from a special school will be afforded every opportunity to receive those services. Each BESE Special School, (BSS) in recognition of its uniqueness and expertise in serving students with low incidence impairments, i.e. visual impairments, hearing impairments ororthopedic impairments are designated as a specialized state-wide resourcecenter and may assist LEAs in the provision of services as requested by LEAs.When a student with a disability is admitted to a BSS and receives themajority of educational services from the BSS, the student shall be under thejurisdiction of the BSS, even if the student receives some services from an LEA. Capdau will refer students to other LEAs both public and private with specialized schools for students with disabilities. Capdau will refer students to existing programs that accept referrals for therapeutic settings such as the New Orleans Therapeutic Day Program and the Northlake Behavioral Health System. We also will work with outside agencies such as Metropolitan Human Services District and The Youth Opportunity Center (YOC) to coordinate a continuum of services for students and their families.
	Text51: 


